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As HLS we are happy about the exposure our young people like Kupa and Simcha are getting. 
Kupa recently came back from Israel and we hope he will put the things he learnt during his five 
month stay to good use. As we are writing our first issue of HLS newsletter Natasha Simcha 
Butchart is in the USA where she is teaching at Camp Ramah, a Jewish summer camp. Both 
Kupa and Simcha are graduates of the Brandeis Institute Collegiate (BCI) a summer program for 
Jewish youth from around the globe. The young Jewish people spend four weeks together  “to 
experience the multi-faceted Jewish life and culture.” The BCI experience changed Kupa and 
Simcha; it  exposed  them to different sects of Judaism and different aspects of Jewish life. Both 
Kupa and Simcha followed up their stay at BCI with a half-year stays at JENE, (Jewish 
Experiential Nature Educator) in California USA where they learnt about organic gardening 
skills and caring for the garden. As we are writing this article Simcha has successfully applied 
for a Pardes program in Jerusalem Israel with MASA funding and she recently got her student 
visa to go and study at Pardes in September. 

We are thrilled with the exposure our youth are getting and we hope it will empower them to be 
great leaders of our community. Those who are interested in applying for next year’s BCI can 
come and register their names with Kupa who will help them with their applications. The 
applicants must be between the ages of 18 and 25.  
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