
 

          
Chai Vekayam       

The Neve Shalom Synagogue Chai Members Newsletter 

 
September 2022 

 

 
 
 

Dear Chai members; 

 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the 

Neve Shalom synagogue and the Jewish 

community in Suriname, I wish you and your 

families a Happy New Year and Gmar 

Chatima Tova!!  
 

May this be a year of health, happiness and 

peace! 
 

2022 Passover in Suriname  
 

After 2 years of strict social distancing 

restrictions during the COVID 19 pandemic, 

we were happy to celebrate the Passover 

Seder together as a community. We still had 

to start earlier than normal so members 

would be able to return home before the       

8 pm nightly curfew still in place in the 

Capital city Paramaribo. 

 

This year we again transported the Matzot 

via air cargo to make sure that they would 

arrive on time, and the Kosher wine was 

shipped by sea container as we still had 

enough Kosher wine bottles in stock. That 

worked perfectly well as our agent in Miami  

again did an excellent job.  

 

 

 
 
                The Matzot arrived on time 

 

Last year the social distancing rules 

prevented the community from performing 

the traditional community Seder. This year 

we were lucky to have a community Seder 

again, however changes had to be made. The 

Seder started earlier as explained.  

 



 
 
    Isabel (Right), Alexander (Center) and Zoe (Left) 
         Asking the Four Questions (Ma Nishtana) 
 

Guests and local Surinamese community 

friends were not allowed to join us, so we 

had a small but beautiful Seder. 

 

We thank all our volunteers who helped 

organize the Seder. 

 

 
 
                    The Community Seder 2022 
 

 

High Holidays 2022 Schedule 
 

We are very excited to have Rabbi Eliot 

Baskin and his wife, Dr. Hillery Baskin 

joining us this year to help lead the High 

Holidays services. Rabbi Baskin lives in 

Boulder, Colorado, USA and over the years 

he has travelled to many small Jewish 

communities around the world as a 

volunteer. 

 

With no other volunteers able to come to 

Suriname this year as Torah readers, we will 

again have to rely on our own Torah readers 

to share the challenging load. 

 

 

 

 

. 

 



 
 
The Neve Shalom Synagogue High Holidays program for   

                                        2022gulation 

 
Harriet Bogard Z"L  
 

Baruch Dayan Haemet. 

 

We were saddened by the death, on 

September 17th, of one of the long time 

supporters of our community and a righteous 

woman.  

 

Harriet served as the President of Kulanu 

USA, since 2008. Kulanu (“all of us” in 

Hebrew) is a non profit organization that 

supports isolated, emerging and returning 

Jewish communities around the globe. 

 

Harriet was a professional volunteer. After 

her graduation from College and Yale 

University Law School, she dedicated her 

career to help Jewish communities since the 

1960s.  

 

 
 

 
 
She was a strong supporter of our Suriname 

Jewish community with many meaningful 

projects over the years. She was a true leader 

and her passion inspired so many wonderful 

people to get involved in supporting small 

and isolated Jewish communities. We send 

our deepest condolences to her husband Ken, 

her direct family and the entire Kulanu USA 

family.  

 

She will be missed by all. 

 
 
Suriname’s Foreign Minister Visited 
Israel  
 

In May, Mr Albert Ramdin, Suriname’s 

Foreign Affairs Minister, visited Israel and 

met with Yair Lapid, then Israel’s Foreign 

Minister and now the Prime Minister. 

 



 
 
               Mr. Ramdin meets with Mr Lapid 

 

During his visit, Mr. Ramdin announced that 

Suriname will open an embassy in 

Jerusalem. However, three weeks after the 

announcement, Suriname's President Chan 

Santokhi announced that the decision was 

cancelled due to a lack of funds to build an 

embassy. 

As part of his trip, Mr. Ramdin arrived at the 

Kotel (Western Wall) where he was met by 

the Rabbi of the Western Wall and the Holy 

Places H.G. Shmuel Rabinovitz and CEO of 

the Western Wall Heritage Fund Mordechai 

Eliav. Together they prayed for world peace, 

which he revealed he wrote in a note and left 

it between the Western Wall stones. 

 

 

From Left to Right – Mr. Bar Dov (Israel’s Ambassador to 
Suriname, non-resident), Rabbi Rabinovitz (The Rabbi of 
the Western Wall) Mr. Ramdin (Suriname’s Foreign 
Affairs Minister), Mr. Noordzee (Suriname’s Ambassador 

to Israel, non-resident) and Mr. Harrosh (Suriname’s 
Honorary Consul in Israel) 

 

Update on our Special Projects o 
f of 
With the harsh weather conditions in the 

Amazon basin (torrential rain, heat and 

humidity) and the air pollution - maintaining 

our cemeteries is an ongoing task.  

 

Over the years, many of the beautiful marble 

tomb stones in our three Jewish cemeteries, 

(some of them going back to the 18th 

century) have become unreadable as they are 

covered with thick black muck. 

 

 
  
    A marble tombstone dated from 1776 in our old  
          Ashkenazi cemetery in Paramaribo  



In June, we washed all the tombstones in the 

cemeteries (about 2,000!!) with soap and 

high-pressure water. The results are 

amazing!! 

 

You can click on the attached short video: 

 

VIDEO-2022-05-15-14-26-17.mp4
 

 

 
 
Clean-up of the tombstones in the Sephardic cemetery 
                            Work in Progress…. 
 

 
 
                                        ….and after 
 
 

Just a few weeks after we finished extensive 

maintenance work on our cemeteries fences 

(restoring damaged sections and painting), a 

Military Policeman riding his motorcycle 

lost control and crashed into the fence and 

broke it. Repairs are again needed!  
   
  

 
 

We are so grateful to you, our Chai  

members, that with your kind donations we 

are able to keep so many historical assets 

(such as two synagogues, three cemeteries 

Mikvah etc) and in such a respectable form. 

 

THANK YOU !! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Cassipora Creek  Cemetery in the 
Jungle  
 

The Cassipora Creek Jewish cemetery in the 

jungle was active between 1666 and 1873. In 

the twentieth century, 216 graves were 

uncovered. The texts on the gravestones are 

in Hebrew, Aramaic, Portuguese, Spanish 

and Dutch. This place is the site of the 1st 

Jewish cemetery in Suriname. 

 

Because of its remote location and the need 

for an AmerIndian guide to lead visitors in a 

track in the dense jungle, very few visitors 

manage to experience this amazing 

cemetery. As a result, the jungle took over 

parts of the cemetery.  

 

 
 
     A gravestone in the Cassipora Creek cemetery  

In July and August, the Jodensavanne 

Foundation (www.jodensavanne.org) with 

the help of volunteers from the Surinamese 

National Archive, began a major clean-up 

operation in the cemetery.  26 tombstones 

that were lost to the jungle were uncovered 

and damaged tombstones, as a result of 

fallen trees, were restored. 

 

 
 
A gravestone, damaged because of a fallen tree, is being    
                                          restored 
 

Yishar Koach to Mr. Stephen Fokke, for his 

great leadership and effort to preserve and 

keep the Jodensavanne cemeteries in very 

good shape. 

 
 

Comments  
 

I’d like to thank Lilly Duym and Norma 

Steinberg for their contribution to our 

newsletter and to Stephen Fokke from the 

Jodensavanne Foundation for his pictures. 

 

Please let me know if you have any 

comments, suggestions or ideas on how to 

make this newsletter better. Please feel free 

to contact me at: dingoson3@gmail.com  

 

Wishing you all Shana Tova and Gmar 

Chatima Tova!, 

 

Jacob Steinberg 

 

http://www.jodensavanne.org/
mailto:dingoson3@gmail.com

